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GEAR UP PARTNER CONTACT INFORMATION: 2016-17 

Who & How Contact Me For: 
Roseann London, Director 

University of Washington, Office of Minority 
Affairs and Diversity (UW-OMAD) 

206-221-5306 

rmlondon@u.washington.edu 
http://depts.washington.edu/omad/ 

• GEAR UP Educator Development 
Initiative 

• Contact for assistance with college 
visits at UW 

• Contact for Educator Summer Institute 

 

Karen Childs, Financial Literacy Instructor 

Washington State Employees Credit Union 
800-562-0999 ext. 35704 

kchilds@wsecu.org  

• The Vault, financial literacy curriculum  

• Train-the-trainer workshops 

• Student and family presentations 

• Region: Northwestern Washington 
(from Tacoma North) 

Suzanne Klenk, Financial Literacy Instructor 

Washington State Employees Credit Union 
800-562-0999 ext. 10027 

sklenk@wsecu.org   

• The Vault, financial literacy curriculum  

• Train-the-trainer workshops 

• Student and family presentations 

• Region: Southwestern WA  (from 
Lakewood south) 

Josh Bergman, Financial Literacy Instructor 

Washington State Employees Credit Union 
800-562-0999 ext. 50113 

jbergman@wsecu.org  

• The Vault, financial literacy curriculum  

• Train-the-trainer workshops 

• Student and family presentations 

• Region: Eastern Washington 

Revised 8/10/16 
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2016-17 Washington State GEAR UP Calendar 

Updated: 8.11.16 

Date Item Required for: 
September 

Sept. 9, 12-1pm Webinar- American College Application Campaign Site Lead Training GU Staff 
Sept. 9, 10-11am Webinar-College Goal Washington Site Lead Training GU Staff 
Sept. 13. 1-2 pm Webinar-Senior Cycle  GU Staff 
Sept. 14, 1-2:30 pm Webinar-FAFSA/WASFA Training GU Staff 
Sept. 19-23 National GEAR UP Week GU Schools 
Week of Sept. 25 Year 5 A19/Match for August Expenditures Due GU Schools 

October 
Oct. 10- Dec. 2 Test Window-ACT Aspire Priority  Schools 
Oct. 1 - Nov. 30 College Application Campaign Period Cohort and Priority Schools 
Oct. 1 - Nov. 30 College Goal WA- FAFSA/WASFA Completion Period Cohort and Priority Schools 
Oct. 15 Deadline-Priority Model Eligibility Verification Due Priority Schools 
Oct. 16-18 Pro. Dev. Event- GEAR UP West-Spokane, WA GU School Teams 
Week of Oct. 25 Year 6 A19/Match for September Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 
Oct. 31 Deadline-Final Due Date For Year 5 Expenditures For 07/01-08/31 GU Staff & Bus. Managers 
Oct. 31 Last day to complete Staff, Student and Family Orientation Requirement GU Staff 

November 
Oct. 1 - Nov. 30  College Application Campaign Period Cohort and Priority Schools 
Oct. 1 - Nov. 30 College Goal WA-FAFSA/WASFA Completion Period Cohort and Priority Schools 
Week of Nov. 25 Year 6 A19/Match for October Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 

December 
Dec. 8 Webinar- Supporting Late(r)  College Applicants and Off Track Seniors GU Staff 
Week of Dec. 25 Year 6 A19/Match for November Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 
Dec. 31 Deadline- Plan and Budget Revision Request Due GU Staff 

January 
Jan. 12 Webinar- Scholarships   GU Staff 
Jan. 15 Deadline- Priority Model Eligibility Verification Due Priority Schools 
Week of Jan. 25 Year 6 A19/Match for December Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 

February 
Feb. 15 Webinar-  College Award Letters, Understanding Fin. Aid Packages GU Staff 
Week of Feb. 25 Year 6 A19/Match for January Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 

March 
Mar. 8-9 Pro. Dev. Event- GEAR UP Workshop, Tacoma Westside School Teams 
Mar. 14-15 Pro. Dev. Event- GEAR UP Workshop, Spokane Eastside School Teams 
Mar. 15 Deadline-Priority Model Eligibility Verification Due Priority Schools 
Week of Mar. 25 Year 6 A19/Match for February Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 
Mar. 31 Deadline-Portal Closes for Sept.1- Mar. 31 Activities GU Staff 
Mar. 31 Deadline- Plan and Budget Revision Request Due GU Staff 

April 
Apr. 21 Webinar- Next Steps After Admittance, Support Services GU Staff 
Week of Apr. 25 Year 6 A19/Match for March Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 

May 
May 11 Webinar-Accessing the CBS GU Staff 
Week of May 25 Year 6 A19/Match for April  Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 

June 
Jun. 15 Deadline-Priority Model Eligibility Verification Due Priority Schools 
Jun. 23 Pro. Dev. Event- Year 6 Celebration and Transitions, Wenatchee  GU Staff 
Week of Jun. 25 Year 6 A19/Match for May Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 
Jun. 26-29 Event- Educator Summer Institute - UW Seattle GU School Teams  
Jun. 30 Deadline- Plan and Budget Revision Request Due GU Staff 

July 
Jul.15 Deadline- Final Due Date For Expenditures For 9/1-6/30 GU Staff & Bus. Managers 
Jul. 10-13 Event- Educator Summer Institute - UW Seattle GU School Teams  

August 
Aug. 31 Deadline- Portal Closes for Apr. 1-Aug. 31 Activities GU Staff 
Week of Aug. 25  Year 6 A19/Match for July Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 

September 
Week of Sept. 25 Year 6 A19/Match for August Expenditures Due GU Staff & Bus. Managers 

October 
Oct. 31 Deadline-Final Due Date For Year 6 Expenditures For 07/01-08/31 GU Staff & Bus. Managers 



Gaining Early Awareness & 
Readiness for Undergraduate Programs

College: My Dream. My Plan.

  GEAR UP Overview
Created by Congress in 1998, GEAR UP is a federal grant program funded by the U.S. Department of 
Education.  GEAR UP provides six- and seven-year grants to states and partnerships to provide services 
at high-poverty middle and high schools. This federal program is designed to increase the number 

of low-income students who are prepared to enter and succeed in 
postsecondary education.

Washington was awarded its third consecutive 
state GEAR UP grant in September 2011.  
The six-year, $27 million award is being used 
to provide direct services to nearly 8,000 
students in 25 high-poverty school districts 
statewide. 

In addition to the state program, Washington is home to six individually 
funded partnership programs. These seven programs total over $19 million 
annually and serve over 32,500 students in 71 school districts statewide.

Services Provided
•	 Comprehensive mentoring
•	 Tutoring
•	 Quarterly family workshops
•	 ACT & SAT preparation and testing
•	 College	campus	field	trips
•	 Career exploration
•	 Job shadowing opportunities
•	 Financial aid webinars & workshops
•	 Scholarship searches
•	 College admission assistance
•	 Financial literacy curriculum
•	 STEM enhancement
•	 Summer programs
•	 Counseling and advising

71%
of GEAR UP students 
expect to graduate 

from a 4-year 
university.

86%
of GEAR UP students 

have received 
academic counseling, 
and career planning 

services.

Partners  
•	 University of Washington
•	 College Success Foundation
•	 Washington State Employees Credit Union
•	 Office	of	Superintendent	of	Public	Instruction
•	 ACT
•	 National Council for Community and Education Partnerships

“This program has taught 
me to be a better person.  It 
has taught me to be more 
dedicated to my education 
and more responsible in my 
decision making.  I have also 
seen improvement in my work 
ethic.  This program means 
everything to me”

Washington State GEAR UP
Javier Corona

In 2007, Washington 
became the first 

state in the country 
to have state-

funded support 
for the GEAR UP 

program. The State 
Legislature went 

on to approve $2.5 
million for the 

2011–13 biennium. 

420,000
low-income students 

are served by 87 GEAR 
UP programs across the 

country. 
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Impact & Results

Washington	State	GEAR	UP	•	Washington	Student	Achievement	Council
917	Lakeridge	Way	SW	•	PO	Box	43430	•	Olympia,	WA	98504-3430

www.gearup.wa.gov	•	gearup@wsac.wa.gov	•	360.753.7800

 Professional Development
Washington is a founding partner of the GEAR UP West conference and the 
primary planning and facilitation team of the seven-state collaboration.

In addition to GEAR UP West, 
Washington State GEAR UP and our 
professional development partners 
deliver curricula through student and 
family workshop sessions and provide 
training and technical assistance to 
school-based staff. Topics include:

• College Access
• College Affordability
• College Awareness
• College Preparation
• Common Core State Standards
• Family Engagement
• STEM
• Critical Transitions

In 2011, Washington State University analyzed outcomes for Washington 
State GEAR UP students who graduated in the classes of 2001 through 
2005.		The	analysis	focused	on	769	students	who	earned	scholarship	credit	
through the program.  For comparison purposes, parallel statistics have 
been included for a statewide population of low-income students from the 
same graduating classes who participated in the Free and Reduced Price 
Lunch program.

Compared to other low-income students, GEAR UP students had more 
positive outcomes on virtually all measures of enrollment, persistence, and 
degree attainment.
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both

4 year

2 year

total

93%
of parents of a GEAR 

UP student have talked 
to their child about 
attending college.

79%
of GEAR UP students 

have received financial 
aid counseling and 

advising.
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US Department of Education

Washington Student 
Achievement Council

Washington State 
GEAR UP

University of 
Washington Rise Up

Central Washington 
University

MOSAIC 2

SOAR 3

Highline School 
District GEAR UP

Washington State 
University 

One Vision 
Partnership

Harvest of Hope
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Brief GEAR UP History: A Timeline

Legislation 
creating 
GEAR UP 
passed 
into law.  

Appropriation: 
$302,816,154
Number of 
New Projects: 
47 Partnerships
19 States

Appropriation: 
$200,000,000
Number of New 
Projects:
73 Partnerships
7 States

Appropriation: 
$295,000,000
Number of
New Projects:
6 Partnerships
2 States

Appropriation: 
$285,000,000
Number of 
New Projects:
45 Partnerships
6 States

Appropriation: 
$294,152,144
Number of 
New Projects: 0

Appropriation: 
$298,230,000
Number of
New Projects: 0

Appropriation: 
$306,488,320
Number of
New Projects:
98 Partnerships
27 States

Appropriation: 
$303,423,120
Number of 
New Projects:
29 Partnerships
7 States

Appropriation: 
$303,423,000
Number of 
New Projects:
7 partnerships

Appropriation: 
$120,000,000
Number of
New Projects:
164 Partnerships
21 States

Appropriation: 
$303,423,000
Number of
New Projects:
31 Partnerships
7 States

Appropriation: 
$313,212,000
Number of 
New Projects:
4 Partnerships
1 State

Appropriation: 
$323,212,000
Number of 
New Projects:
3 Partnerships

Washington awarded 
our fi rst six-year state 
GEAR UP grant and 
began providing services 
in the following school 
districts:

• Aberdeen
• Elma
• Hoquiam
• Inchelium
• Quincy
• Seattle
• Spokane
• Tacoma
• Taholah
• Yakima
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Washington awarded 
our second six-year 
state GEAR UP grant 
and began providing 
services in the follow-
ing school districts:

• Bellingham
• Eastmont
• Everett
• Federal Way
• Inchelium
• Monroe
• Okanogan
• Quincy
• Wapato
• Wenatchee
• West Valley
• Vancouver

Washington becomes the fi rst 
state in the country to expand 
GEAR UP to additional districts 
with state funding. GEAR UP for 
Student Success begins serving 
the following school districts:

• Aberdeen
• Blaine
• Bremerton
• Cape Flattery
• Ephrata
• Finley 
• Grand Coulee Dam
• Grandview
• Kettle Falls
• Klickitat
• Mansfi eld
• Naselle-Grays River Valley
• Ocean Beach
• Pateros
• Raymond
• Rosalia
• Shelton
• South Bend
• Spokane
• Tekoa
• Toppenish
• Wahkiakum
• White Pass
• Willapa Valley
• Wilson Creek

Washington awarded our third 
six-year state GEAR UP grant and 
began providing services in the 
following school districts:

• Aberdeen
• Blaine
• Bremerton
• Cape Flattery
• Eastmont
• Everett
• Federal Way
• Inchelium
• Kettle Falls
• Klickitat
• Mansfi eld
• Naselle-Grays River Valley
• Ocean Beach
• Okanogan
• Pateros
• Raymond
• Rosalia
• Shelton
• South Bend
• Spokane
• Tekoa
• Toppenish
• Wahkiakum
• West Valley
• White Pass
• Willapa Valley
• Wilson Creek
• Vancouver
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Washington State GEAR UP (WSAC)

University of Washington Partnership

Washington State University Partnership

Central Washington University Partnership

Highline School District

Districts Served by GEAR UP Program in Washington
2016-2017 School Year
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