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	AUDIENCE: 
☐All Students
☒All GU Students 
☐DREAMers
☐English Language Learners
☐Families
☐First Generation Youth
☐Rural Schools
☐Students with Disabilities
☐Underrepresented Minorities 
☐Youth Experiencing Homelessness
☐Youth In Foster Care 
☐Other:_______________

GRADE LEVEL: 7☐ 8 ☐9 ☐10 ☒11☐ ☐12 ☐Other:_____________
SERVICE TYPE: 
☐College Applications
☐College Goal Washington 
☒College Visits
☐Comprehensive Mentoring
☐Counseling & Advising
☐Educational Field Trips
☐Family Events
☐Financial Aid & Financial Literacy
☐Job Shadowing
☐Rigorous Academic Curriculum
☐Student & Family Orientation
☐Summer Programs
☐Tests & Test Preparation Workshop
☐Tutoring & Homework Assistance
	THEME: 
☐Advisories
☐Attendance
☐Career Exploration
☐CCSS
☐Collective Impact
☐College Bound Scholarship
☐College match/selection
☐College-Going Culture
☐Community College
☐Credit Retrieval 
☐Dropout Prevention/ Reengagement
☐Early Warning Systems
☐Equity 
☐Essays
☐Family engagement
☐Games
☐Graduation Requirements
☐Guest Speakers
☐Health/Wellness
☐Leadership for college readiness 
☐Partnerships
☐Scholarships
☐Social & Emotional Learning
☐STEM
☐Supporting undocumented students
☐Test preparation
☐Transitions
☐Using data and evaluation
☐Working in rural schools
Other:______________
	GOAL: Introducing all GEAR UP students to 3 or more schools in their area of interest during one school year.

ACTIVITY OVERVIEW: Ridiculously long days to visit 1-5 campuses per trip.  Rather than taking full busses and having all students out at one time; we scheduled several trips throughout the school year.  Each student had opportunity to go on two trips.  Most trips had at least 3 campuses visited during that trip.  Campuses were catered to individual students dreams for the future, or area of interest.	

PREP TIME: DAYS!!!!!!  Lots of calls, rescheduling, bus scheduling, food scheduling, and staff scheduling.  But well worth it.

MATERIALS NEEDED:  GEAR UP Students, Bus, food, on campus activity to hold attention. Cell phone, Candy or chips!

COST: Buses varied between 200-750. Food according to GEAR UP guidelines was usually $19 / day/ per student. Substitutes for chaperones at your district’s cost. Flats of water  about $5/each for bus ride. At your own cost – candy or chips for Prizes for on campus activities.

PROCEDURE: 
1. Using the information we already have for student interest, and campuses they are interested in; I made up a survey with what I thought would be the campus trips they’d enjoy.  
2. Students rated the multi-campus trips they would like to see 1-7.
3. I promised at least 2 trips/student and that they would get something in their top 3.  Most students got their #1 choice.  Not all students got their pick for 2nd trip. That allowed me to “nudge” some to go where they might not have, or where friends were not going.
4. Made arrangements with campus admissions reps.  Got agendas from each.  Built our own agenda based on that.  
5. Sent permission slips home.
6. Collected them. Made calls to families who had not returned slips, and once or twice picked up a student who had over slept. But most students actually made the trips they were scheduled for. When it is something they chose, they wanted to be there!  Less trip skipping happened.
7. On the bus there, we usually considered that free time.  Occasionally if there was not time for breakfast the bus was where they ate breakfast! 
8. On campus, the kids knew there would be a trivia game on the way home. So they took good notes, asked good questions, and overall paid attention because they wanted the CANDY/CHIPS!
9. Additionally on campus we did “Selfie/or Ussie Challenges”
10. I would pick team leaders from the students.  And during the campus visit, in teams of 3-6 they would take selfies of specific things from a list I’d text the Team Leader before we got off the bus.  Things like.  Picture of your group with a mascot, picture of your group with something you found important about the campus.  Picture of your group with something your tour guide pointed out. Picture of your group with something that says the school name.  Picture of your group doing something silly.  Picture of your group with at least one random student.  Picture of your group with a student who is a former RHS student.
11. The winning team got the most items in, the fastest.  That team did not have to do the trivia quiz on the bus.  They got their prize already.  
12. During the tour, I take notes on my cell phone. Things the tour guide said, things other speakers said.  Things that admissions pointed out.  Size of campus, number of dorms, number of students, sports available, activities available, cost of tuition, percentage of financial aid they give on average, ways to save money on campus, degrees offered, city this campus is located in. Tour guide’s name. Tour guide’s major. Where the admissions counselor went to college.  Whatever I hear during the tour that I hope they remember… Etc.  I usually try to come up with about 30 items.   
13. On the bus, they sit in their teams.  I do not really assign the teams because they do find at grouping with their friends, and are more willing to participate that way.  Then I text each team captain the list of questions.  First group to send all of the answers in correctly wins.  Its amazing how well they do! They remember the most obscure things. It’s great!  And I think it helps with retention.
14. Last step…drop them off and crash! Super long days but super worth it. The kids seem to really get a lot out of this.
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