Activity Ideas from the Field: Math Specialists Program
CONTACT: Scott Morrison, Graduation Specialist/Aberdeen

High School, smorrison@asd5.org
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[ICollege Applications
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ACTIVITY NAME: Math Specialists Program

GOAL.: Help our students graduate and be college ready in Mathematics

ACTIVITY OVERVIEW: Two Math Specialists were hired to work with GEAR UP Students in class, during Advisory and Lunches.
They provide one-on-one and group support, have organized special tutoring sessions for EOC testing, and helped with data
analysis used to place students in needed classes. They have built personal connections, having worked with them both inside
and outside the classroom.

PREP TIME: Will vary, based on needs of the Specialists, teachers, and students

MATERIALS NEEDED: Two willing people, money in the budget, and work space for the

COST: TBD by GEAR UP Coordinator and the School District

PROCEDURE: They provide one-on-one and group support, have organized special tutoring sessions for EOC testing, and helped
with data analysis used to place students in needed classes. They have built personal connections, having worked with them both
inside and outside the classroom.
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Background

e Approximately 233 students with mixed abilities

e Our students have underperformed on state
testing in math

e Some significant gaps in their understanding of
mathematical concepts and processes have
been identified since we’ve worked with them

e Curriculum/textbooks have been changed up
each year for these kids since 6" grade

Our students need some help!
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Activity Ove

e \We budgeted for two Math
Specialist this year to help in
the classroom, during
Advisory, and lunches

e Jerry and Pam worked
out a schedule to help in

specific teachers’ classes |
so that they could '
support our student’s
learning

They also set up for
students to come to meet
with them in Advisory and
Lunches so they could
get extra help with
homework




How Math Speciall

e Used data to determine Il

rearranging of classes to
better meet the needs of
students

Set up special study
groups to prepare them
for EOC re-takes in
January

Helped in the classrooms
by working with
Individuals or groups




Benefl

Personal connections with
the Math Specialists

One-on-one help in a
number of settings

Unexpected mentoring
supplements the tutoring

Extra pair of eyes for input
on student understanding
and data analysis

Extra preparation for state
exams




Costs

e Amount paid TBD by you
and your district

e Avalilability of work space

e Teachers being
comfortable with others in
their classroom

Significant portion of
our budget, but well
"WelgigHit
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