
How to plan a meaningful on-
campus experience 

Campus Visits: 
Look. Learn. Live it.  



Be interactive and fun. 
Be informative. 
 Increase motivation. 
Help students explore 

options. 
Get students to imagine 

themselves there.  
Avoid having students limit 

options.  



Start young.  
Can start with 7th graders. 
 Include family members. 
Connect with alumni. 

 



Decide on a purpose. 
Determine cost and funding. 
Determine when to visit.  
Contact the college. 
Prepare the students and families. 
Manage logistics/administrative 

details.  

 



Start early. 
Determine the budget.  
Recruit and prepare 

volunteers/chaperones. 
Choose a date.  
Set attainable goals.  

 
 



Promote early and often 
Be sure to extend the invite 

to family members.  
Send ‘Save the Date’ 

notices.  
Take advantage of bulletin 

boards, school newspaper, 
reader boards, email, social 
media. 
 



Be flexible.  
Pre-visit preparation. 
Review expectations. 
Play on the Bus Games. 
Communicate with 

Campus Contact. 
Supervise students. 
Dress appropriately. 
Take photos.  

 



Use small groups & 
alternating schedule. 

Assign a chaperone to 
each group.  

More manageable and 
keeps sessions small and 
intimate. 
 



Assess the impact. 
Use a Post-Visit Survey. 
Complete reflection activities. 
Post photos. 
Host additional Parent/Family Events. 
Refer back to information learned 

during college visit. 
Start planning another! 





Planning Checklist 
Campus Visit Logistics 
 Tour Tips for Campus Staff 
Chaperone Expectations 
Student Expectations  
Campus Visit Checklists 
Scorecards 
 Tour Questions 
Scavenger Hunt 
Pre-Visit Research 
Grad Requirements vs Admission 

Requirements 
 





Clearinghouse 

Best practices, lessons learned, 

stories from the field 

Real life examples 
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